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Four Horsemen Brewery

You all have stress this ordinance and King County permitting department have

put on myself, my family and my business. We have been mentally damaged, financially damaged, and

physically damaged all from the corruption in our system. This ordinance is absolute garbage and is

another thing that proves how oppressive our local government has become. We have had to spend so

much wasted time fighting just to be able to have a business, that we barely have the abilityto run it.

We should all be ashamed of King County and how bad, how corrupt, how inept and discriminatory our

whole system and local government is, and the fact that we have all let it get this bad. Our types of

businesses have been blamed as being harmful to the environment, yet because of King County's lack of

good infrastructure, billions of gallons of raw sewage has dumped into our waters over the years, yet we

are the ones who are damaging the environment. King County doesn't even care to fix our garbage

issues, and given the fact that our recycling programs are maybe 30% effective, yet again, we are the

ones that are harmful to the environment. What exactly do we pay this county to do? I don't even see

any good infrastructure period, yet you want everyone in the rural areas who has a business to go into

urban where you can't even support who is already there. I am so ashamed of our county and

flabbergasted that it can be so blatantly hypocritical. lf Dr. Martin Luther King were here today, he

would be ashamed to have his name associated with this county. We all have a dream. We want to be

able to equally live, having successful and fruitful lives, being able to enjoy our family, our friends, and

just enjoy life itself. Well this is not a dream, this is a nightmare, and King County has nobody to blame

but themselves for the issues we have today. Our government should not be micromanaging and

oppressing its people. This ordinance and others like it, leading to the zoning code we have today, is a

huge piece of evidence that is exactly why people hate King County. We are the worst county when it

comes to supporting agriculture, local businesses, and its residents. King County has no accountability

to the people. As residents, we have no recourse when we are wronged by King County, whether from

wrong information, retaliatory actions, dragging their feet in the permitting process, etc. We have no

recourse when permitting doesn't follow their own code, the SWDM, or even state law. This ordinance

even breaks mu e and as such should be completely thrown out the window. Stop

micromanaging us.

lack of understandi

zoning code.

Stop oppressing us. Stop punishing everyone else for the county's mistakes, for the

the comprehensive plan, and the complete inability to create a reasonable
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lf you want accountability from the people, how about you start with the government having

accountability first? As such, giveil'the fact that this whole ordinance initiated from a study that

represented only .Ot% of the ENTlRElfniff$farltpA3-Jegq,V"et then will blanket the other COMPLETELY

UNREPRESENTED 99.99%. Do you realize hordr,hhd of a study this was, when your using the results from
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such a miniscule area? This would be like conducting a random medical study, where after one person,

the results are in, so let's now take it to the rest of the population.

ln 2008, ordinance 16323 was introduced. This ordinance removed several items from the Home

Occupation code, specific items that were explicitly allowed, because of the concern that by having this

list, that other things not on the list would then not be allowed.

ln 2011, ordinance L7tgt, items that were previously removed in order to avoid confusion on what was

allowed, were then explicitly disallowed, as if the ordinance in 2008 was erased from memory??? This

ordinance also added heavily restrictive requirements for home occupations that were completely

unreasonable, where hourly limitations are so restrictive, that it basically almost completely excludes

the ability to operate certain types of businesses just based on the hourly limitation set.

King County has absolutely failed when it comes to supporting residents and local businesses. Upon

attending the Craft Brewers Conference, we have talked with people from other states, where their city

or county would literally pay us over 5100,000 just to come to where they are at, because they know the

value that our businesses bring to the communities. Why is that King County completely fails to realize

the value of our businesses? ls it because our county is ignorant to understanding this, or is there some

hidden agenda to keep our businesses fr-om operating? Why will King County not support us? What

exactly is going on behind closed doors that we are not seeing? We may not see it now, but believe me

the truth will come out, and when that time comes, everyone involved in enabling this corrupt system

will be exposed, and Karma will for sure come around.
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gallon spill into Puget Sound
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King County officials have shed new light on the latest sewage spill to sully
Seattle waters this summer: Backup pumps at Seattle's main sewage treatment
plant failed during an overnight power outage.

Just after 1 a.m. on July 19, about 10,000 Seattle City Light customers from
Ballard to South Lake Union lost power after a utility pole just southeast of the
Ballard Bridge caught fire.

At the West Point sewage plant near Discovery Park, voltage weakened briefly-
dropping to two-thirds of its proper level for less than a second, according to City
Light.

The momentary disturbance was enough to cause wastewater-handling pumps at
the plant to shut down.

Backup pumps quickly kicked in, but, according to King County officials, the
backup pumps started vibrating badly, and they shut down too.

Over aZ7-minute span ending at 2:05 o.ffi., 2.1 million gallons of untreated water
and sewage were shunted around the treatment plant and straight to Puget
Sound.

An outfall pipe spewed the mix 490 feet off shore and 3 5 feet deep.
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Beaches in Seattle and in Kitasp County were closed for four days because of high
levels of fecal coliform bacteria. Shellfish harvesting in parts of Bainbridge Island
and Kitsap County remains closed.

Larry Altose with the Washington Department of Ecology said the agency's
investigation into the spill will take "at least some number of weeks."

"We are worried about how vulnerable our wastewater system is to momentary
power outages," attorney Katelyn Kinn with Puget Soundkeeper said in an email.

She called this spill both "awful" and "frustrating," since much bigger discharges
routinely occur without media attention or public interest.

"'Normal' operations of King County's wastewater system dumps 4.6 lmillion
gallonsl of sewage into Puget Sound on average every single day," Kinn said.

Almost any time it rains hard, outdated sewer pipes beneath Seattle are hit with
more than they can handle, and a soup of untreated sewage and stormwater
runoff goes directly into Puget Sound.

According to a report by the King County Department of Natural Resources and
Parks, which runs the wastewater treatment system serving Seattle, such
"combined sewage overflows" sent 1.7 billion untreated gallons into Puget Sound
inZOL7.

One storm on Dec. 19, 2017, sent more than 90 million gallons into the
Duwamish River, in neighborhoods where lifespans are 13 years shorter than
wealthier parts of Seattle.

"shouldn't that have been newsworthy?" Kinn said.

Correction, 9:50 a.ffi., 7/30/19: Power at the sewage plant fluctuated but did not go
out entirely, according to Seattle City Light. A previous version of the story said the
plant lost power.

King County employee closes gate, allows
230,000 gallons of untreated sewage into
people's yards
ByLinzi Sheldon

Updated: Jun 20, 2019 - 6:03 PM
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King Gounty employee closes gate, allows 230,000 gallons of untreated sewage into people's yards
. People living at more than a dozen properties on Lake Ballinger in Edmonds had untreated sewage in their yards,

covering items
. Records show the employee at fault was not assigned to be working at the Lake Ballinger pump station that day
. Records also show he could have caused an explosion at another pump station less than a month before this

incident
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lnternal emails reveal a King County employee, already under disciplinary review for creating an "unsafe work
environment" less than a month earlier, caused more than 230,000 gallons of untreated sewage to spew into
people's backyards along Lake Ballinger in Edmonds.

Records show he closed a gate he had no training or authorization to operate.

Content Continues Below
"l was like, 'Ohhh! My worst nightmare has occurred,"'Julie Rose said.

Her video from March 14 shows raw sewage pouring out of the sewer hole in the Roses' backyard, soaking the
sandbox where her kids had been playing that day and the kids' toys. Fourteen properties, including the Roses',
were affected by the sewage spill.

Discover the 6 Secrets of lnvesting

By Wells Fargo

"They came running in and were like, 'Mom! There's water going everywhere!"'she said.

There was so much pressure, the grout around the base of a maintenance hole had simply come off

"l am thinking any minute, I'm going to get sewer - spewing at the same rate and magnitude that's coming out of
this in my house," Rose said.

"Out of your toilets," reporter Linzi Sheldon said.

"Right!" said Rose.

A backflow preventer saved that from happening. Click here to read more.

But Julie Rose wasn't the only one in panic mode. Down the street, Mitchell Lewis was already calling the water
company.
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"lt could've probably filled up a couple of swimming pools in about a half an hour," he said.
An employee had closed the gate at the Lake Ballinger pump station and sewage was backing up and then pouring

out by the second.

Linzi Sheldon
r' @LinziKlROT

THIS is sewage water pouring into an #Edmonds family's backyard. They were
one of more than a dozen impacted when a King Co employee closed a gate he NEVER should have

been touching! Tonight on @KlROTSeattle I'm asking how this could've happened and how they
made it right
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16 people are talking about this

"Did it smell?" KIRO 7 reporter Linzi Sheldon asked Lewis.

'lt did, it did,' he said. "After it kind of stopped running... oh yeah, it started to kind of smell. lt was like, 'Oh, that is

sewage!"

Lewis said the water reached about a foot deep in the middle of his yard.

The cost to fix the damage at all 14 properties affected? About $300,000.

"What do you have to say to these residents who had to deal with this overflow in their backyards?" KIRO 7's Linzi

Sheldon asked Christie True, director of King County's Department of Natural Resources and Parks.
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"We're very sorry that this happened," she said.

Emails reveal the employee at fault was "not assigned or authorized to work" at the pump station at all that day,

And, KIRO 7 found out, less than a month before this overflow, this employee created a "serious and unsafe work
environment" at another King County location, where he "could have caused an explosion" by improperly operating
a grinder.

"Why was he even on the job to be able to go to Lake Ballinger?" Sheldon asked True.

"Well, I would just say, in general, with our employees, when there's a performance problem, we work with that
employee to address any performance problem, provide more training if necessary," True said.

King County later said that the employee's previous mistake was being reviewed in a disciplinary process that was
underway when the mistake happened.

True said the employee has since been fired

"l'd like to say, actually, human errors related to overflows is very rare in our system," True said

KIRO 7 reviewed King County's 11 sewer overflows since its massive spill at the West Point treatment plant in
February of2O17.

Nearly all were some kind of mechanicalfailure, from valves to pumps to power outages with no stand-by generator
on site. lt's the result, True said, of aging equipment and infrastructure that King County is spending $450 million
over six years to upgrade.

The largest spillwas a result of faulty wiring and a lack of battery back-up at the Sweyolocken pump station in
February. About 610,000 gallons of sewage spilled into Lake Washington.

"So that's an example where we learn from what may have happened at one pump station and then we want to
make sure that we don't have a similar situation in another pump station," True said.

As for Lake Ballinger, neighbors said it took about a month for King County to replace lawns, sand, soil, and toys
and play sets.

"They wanted to make sure that they made everything really safe for the kids," Julie Rose said
She's placed new items farther away from that sewer hole, just in case.

"l'm just so thankful that they put in all of the effort and energy that they could in making it right," she said

Residents asked KIRO 7 why there was no alarm when that gate was closed and Sheldon asked King County about
it.

They told her the gate control doesn't have an alarm and they're not installing one, because only authorized
operators are supposed to use it.

King County also said they're continually evaluating how to "minimize risks through training and capital investments"

- though they did not say how.
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